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THE MONTGOMERY MANUSCRIPTS. 

(Continued from page \7\.) 



Now, havoing mentioned our 6' Laird of Braidstane and his offspring with two cadets of former 
lairds of Braidstane : viz. Thomas of Blackstoun and Gransheogh ; and two other familys, viz : 
Creboy and Ballymagouns all Montgomerys, and being his next relations, I will not forgett (nor 
suffer to be buried in oblivion) our forenamed serjant and his Posterity : because of his good 
service done to y" s d sixt laird, my venerable grandfather. 

Tou have heard he was called Robert Montgomery, and that he was a chief Instrument in y e 
s d Laird's Escape, and that he brought his Dutch wife with him. Them y" 3 d Laird entertained 
at Braidstane, untill his plantation in Ireland, that he brought them over and setled them in y 
lands of upper Cuningburn in the Great Ards (so called from the multitude of Coneys or Habits 
that were in the banks of the said Bourn or brook :) in fee farm, under a small chief rent. The 
deed was written only in paper, (as Scotish instruments of that nature comonly are) and not regis- 
trated or renewed, but was observed inviolate by all the three first Lords. 

The deed had an Endorsment, every word written and signed by the said Laird (then Tisc'), 
wh eb I have read, and it was (as neare as I can remember) in the following terms, viz : 

I do hereby heartily recomend y* within named Bob' Montgomery, and all his posterity heires 
males, to y" favour of my son Hugh and to all his descending heires, leaveing unto them all (who 
shall be kind to him and them) my blessing on that Account, as a memorandum of my good will 
and respect to y' said Robert and his Dutch wife, who under God wrought my delivery out of the 
Marshallsea in the Hague. 

Yet notwithstanding all this care and kindness of the 3 d first three Lords, in the minority of 
this present Earle, and unknown to him and his nearest relations of kindred, the 3 d deed of fee 
farm, so indorsed, was fraudulently got out of the s d Bob* his 2 d wife's hands, when she was his 
widdow, and had his daughter and two sones to maintaine, all under ninteen yeares of age. 

"William y* eldest son served mee some yeares at Rosemount,- and went into Scotland, and died 
unmarryed, he was a proper young man and had expectations there. Henry the 2 d son, in A" 
J689, I saw him Quarterm" in the Earlof Eglinton's troop, he is marryed and well setled. 

The daughter was marryed to one Maxwell, for whom I took paines and was at Expence 

to rid him out of trebles, for Rob 4 '" sake. 

This memoir I think due to Rob'" fidelity and service to my grandfather, he generously fore- 
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goeing his holbert, his pay, and y e arreares thereof, and hazarding his life, for love of a gentleman 
of his surname, then in distress, on what account is before related. 

Many inferiour Montgomerys came over, and had mortgages some of fifty, some of one 
hundred pounds ster. on single townlands, paying a small chiefly and the tyth (who 11 ecclesiasticall 
right our first lord did not, nor would ascertain, the most of his lands belonged to Abbeys and 
Pryorys, and so might have disposed of them) ; for instance 

Montgomery of Ballyhenny,in Newtoun parish, had one thousand marks Scotish mony on y* 
town called Ballyheft, and payd but one shill : rent per annum, but when hee (and I believe also 
his son) was dead, a favorit of another name, since y* rostauration had y* redemption of y* mort- 
gage given him by y" s d Lord, it came to fifty pounds, IS -1 and 4. as I thinke, and he had above 
20* ster : yearely rent out of it. 

Item John Montgomery of B: volly (the Son of one of the first planters) was remooved out 
of his houlding (his father's originall mortgage mony being given him), so he was forced to remoove 
and take a farm in the north west of Ireland, by which change he lost, and y° incomer gained a 
yearly income, for by a law made in King Char : y» Martir's reigne, any mortgaged lands which 
yeelded more than 10* per cent, all y* overplus rent might be counted up as paym' in part (pro 
tanto) of the original mortgage mony. 

I inoert these two names onely to shew that there were substantiall Montgomerys (besides the 
aforenamed) who came over as planters besides Artificers and Yeomen, and those whom (to Avoid 
ostentation) I name not ; some of whose posterity in Newton parish and near it, are thjSroing 
farmers and well to pass. 

Now that I have related most that I had to say of our 6' Laird and his three sonns Hugh, 
James, and George, and of his two daughters, and also have written of y* 2 d Viscount's children, 
Elizabeth, James, and Hugh, y" 3 d Vise* and first Earle of Mount Alex' and of his offspring, Jean, 
Henry, Kutherin, Elizabeth, and of Hugh y" 4" 1 Viscount and 2 d Earle now liveing : 

It may be alleadged that I have acted y" Panegyrist, and not noted their Imperfections and faults 
(which in any man is seldom overweighed by his Vertues) and so I must, or shall be called too fa* 
vourably Fartiall to y 5 stock from whence I am sprung, and to my fellow branches and nighbours. 

Therefor as to this Impeachment I shall so farr defend myself and reputation as to answer 
thus, viz : 

Imp' if I saw my forefathers or Eolations or X Uan nighbour's nakedness or infirmitys, 1 
should (according to my duty and love) cover them as Sem and Japhet did, rather than deride 
them as Cham did Noah's, for'whiJDh his posterity Cainan was accursed. 

Item, it is a maxim and axiom in my books, viz. De mortuis nil nisi bonum, de absentibus nil 
nisi verum, and the Trueth (specially -y* whole Tructh) should not be told in all times and places, 
where it may be scandalum acceptum tho' non datum : except when upon oath before a magistrate. 
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Item it is ag' the designe of this narrative wh ,h : is (not to speak evill of any man but) to 
shew y" good acts and qualifications of those Montgomerys I have named, thereby to stirr up 
Posterity to imitate their vertuous examples. 

But to come nearer the answer to the objection, in the first place I protest y' imitation of 
Posterity is y e chief end of my writeing. 

2 dl> to shew my gratitude to those I owe it, or to their children. 

3"° to be an example that others after mee may begin where I leave off, and so continue y" mo- 
moriall of our hon bl * family better than I have done or could doe (not haveing adverted and begun 
sooner) for times past, and always to reguard trueth, as I have laboured and studdyed to doe. 

But 4 th ' 1, to come up closer to y= objectors (if any bee) I must tell them, that wee should doe to 
all men as we would they should doe towards us : and that I believe they doe not desire their 
own sores (old or new) should be scarifyed or ripped open to view, but rather carefully plaistered 
and concealed. 

And 5 lh, » (to speak to y* subject matter of y" objection) I again protest, I have written without 
Bribe, or any Expectation of Reward, and without varying from the trueth, cither to the right or 
left hand (that I know of) but have pursued the straight Roade of Duty, which I conceived I owed to 
my family, nighbours and acquaintances of the surname of Montgomery, God haveing given mee 
ability and leizure to performe as I have done. 

I confess no flesh is faultless, nor myself (porhapps) in point of time, wh" 11 : I could not 
exactly know, for want of Records thereof ; but that those I write of were naturally or habitually 
vicious, or were cursers, swearers, lyars, gamesters (at cards or dice etc.) simulators (alias dieti 
hypocrites) idolaters, drunkards, gluttons, whoremongers (abusers of themselves with man or 
beast) man-quellers (i.e. homicides)or suicides, proud, dissloyall to the Crown, oppressors, cheaters, 
or any ways wickedly profane or presumptuous, and customary sinners, I utterly deny it, in Thesi ; 
and on the faith of an honest Christian, I believe as I now write, and I never did reade or learne 
to the contrary. Tot for, and after all this, all of them had some faults rather to be termed 
omissions than comissions ; their greatest and most frequent infirmity was to think men honest 
who professed sincerity and trueth, and therefore they sometimes trusted before they tryed ; and 
were often more generous than was needfull ; and I know for certain, divers of them were imposed 
upon, cheated and ill rewarded, after protestations and oaths of sincerity, fidelity, and kindness 
given to them, beyond which no man can expect assurances without hostages. 

I haveing in this appollogy sufficiently provided against asspertions of my foregoing writeings, 
I shall now relate concerning other Montgomerys, for whom there can bo no cause of suspicion. 

The first I name is Hugh Montgomery of Derrygonnelly, where he lives gentily, within ten 
miles of Enniskillcn. He is a Justice of Peace, and was a Cap' of hors when y c Fermanagh men 
defended that town and County from Justin M'Carty commander of y e Irish, A" 1689. 



281 

Hce is the oldest son of M r Nicholas Montgomery of Derrybrosk (near the s d town) who was 
L' in S r Jo. Montg: Regim' after he was driven to flee for his life from y* Irish in A° 1641. This 
M r Nicholas is aged 84 yeares, and was made M r of Arts in Glasgow, and his father was M' Hugh 
Montg. whom our B p Geo : setled there, and made him receaver of his Bents in that part of 
Clogher Dyoces. This Hugh dyed hefor that y 8 rebellion broke out in A" 1641. 

This Nicholas had debentures in Ireland for service befor y* 5 th of June 1649. 

Robert his 2 d Son is a L' in the Army and lives unmarryed with his father ; he hath a good 
fortune, and is a propper well-bred man. 

Andrew his third Son is a good preacher, hath wife and children and a good liveing and 
stock at Carrickmacross ; he is well loved and in great respect. 

Hugh the father of this Nieh : was in esteem with our two first Vise**' as being come of 
Braidstane, and his Coat Armoriall (wlr" 1 : I caused to bo engraven on a silver penner, and 
bestowed to y e s d M' Nich : as he had given a yonge mare for breed to my Son) is the same with 
y* Bearing of the old lairds of Braidstane with a distinction of a Cadet, but y" kindred I know 
not, y* Coat is y* same with Bp : Geo : 8* Tho : Montg : and Gransheogh's. 

This last Hugh the ancestor used to make presents to y* s d two Vise** : of fine colts or flllys, 
haveing had (as his posterity still retain) a good breed of that sort and other Catall : he is men- 
tioned p. 54 as planted at Derrybrosk aforsaid. , 

S r Ja Montg. when he courted his 2 d lady (Margarit s d V" Cole's daughter) stayd several! 
nights in this Hugh's house, and y" morning he was Bridegroom, went from thence, being attended 
by him and many Montg : (his tenents all well mounted), of wh 1 * : surname I SOW neare one 
hundred liveing within the 12 tates of Derrybrosk (the s d M'. Nich. his land from y* church) 
when I was there looking for a troublesom reprizall. 

Our present Hugh afores a is marryed to a beautifull granddaughter and heiress to S' Ja. 
Dumbar, and his estate, whereof Derrygonnelly is y° chief mansion place, besides wh* h : he hath 
his father's and his own purchases. 

I was in A" 1696 three nights in his new house (for y° old walls are not rebuilt) ; it is a 
pleasant seate, a River running by it, within half a muskett shott, and thereon a corn and a tuck 
mill, to wlr* : one may walk dry in slippers ; he hath a pretty garden, and a plantation of fruite 
trees, there is also a prety little chappel opposit to the house door about nine score yards from it 
(to wh 1 * : one may goe dry in like maner) built and endowed by S' Jo Dunbarr aforesaid for a 
deacon to read prayers, homilys, or preach in, when the weather is badd. 

I saw a rarity at that hijuse, to wit, a two edged sword of excellent metall, (wh* this Hugh 
never caused to be made) but had it (I have forgott what he told mee thereof) in y* late wan- 
about Enniskillen. I am of y" opinion there is no smith in Ireland can forge so good a blade : 
for I saw it severly tryed. 
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The sword is inscribed on y" right hand side of y° blade thus : 

Bobertus Bruschius ) ..„,,, , _. .. ( Pro Christo ) t. T1T> 

Scotorum Bex j 1310 ' mA on ^ revers 8lde } ot Patria j D : M 

There are some obliterated or wom-out words supposed to bee y° cutler's name, the letters being 

seen by halfs and quarters whereof wee could make nothing. 

This reeiteall minds me that Speed's history says of the Great Talbot's Sword, found in 

Godwin's Sands (as I now think), whereon was written by aquafortis (scarce known in those days) 

these words, viz : 

Sum Talboti ensis pro vineere Inimicos suos. 

Now if this blade were good and trenchant, yet this Latin was bad and blunt enough. 

But to return to this Cap' Hugh himself, his wife and children (whom I saw in his s d new home 
A." 1696) they are all comely and well favoured, and live in a goodplentifull condition ; and so I wish 
they may continue without occasion to use y" royall blade, unless the Queen or Lord Liev' please 
to kn' him with it. 

This Cap' Hugh's estate at present pays him above three hundred pounds per annum, and is 
an half a winter day's jorny to Sir Thomas Montgomery's lands and habitation in the County of 
Letrim. 

I hop he hath my picture wh ch : I bestowd him, and for wh* : I paid twenty dollars 
to Collonel Boseworm an Hungarian, and wh 011 : I delivered unto Bob' HamiU to be carefully sent 
to him at Derrygonnelly. 

In y e next place there is James Montgomery of Lisduff a stout yonge man, ho was born 
in Bosemount, his mother being my deare wive's gentlewoman when she marryed his father 
whose name was Hugh, but because there be many Montgomerys of that name, he was commonly 
called (for distinction sake) Grave Maurice in. reguard his father was an officer under a Prince of 
that name beyond our Seas. 

This Hugh was one of the Duke of Ormond's troop of hors guards, and getting no command 
in y* army (as courage deserves to be encouraged) becaus he had no mony to purchase a Comis- 
sion ; he therefore (being marryed) betook himself to Lisduff afores 4 (one of the fower Cartrons and 
an half in Longford, wh oh : he had in satisfaction of his father's and Lieu' Coll : Hugh Montgo- 
mery's services in Irel d before June 1649, the same being ultra reprizes worth thirty two pounds 
per annum. 

Ho lived there within three miles of Longford town ; his wife and children wero barbarously 
abused by y* Irish in K: James his time, because himself was very active ag' them : he died about 
y* sixty third yeare of his Age, and left fower Sons and three daughters, and his widdow, who and her 
first fower children may toll of their shelter and maintenance they had at first in Bosemount, and 
other kindnesses I did to him and them, in passing the lands in my Pattent and getting him pos- 
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session gratis, and imploying him as my Agent in that contry, and being surety for him etc. for 
wh ch : I have had but ungratefull returns, but I leave-y* said widdow and her children in God's 
good hands, and wish prosperity to all of them that are alive. 

The two last familys furnished mee with small matter of discourse, but to supply this defect 
they are desired (to the honor of their Surname and extraction) to doe wortyhily and to add the 
relation thereof to the coppy of this Account (wh ch : to transcribe will not be denyd them), and 
the same will be an appendix and supplement to what I have so briefly written, because of our 
liveing so farr distant from one another, that I am the less informed in their concerns. 

But there are Montgomerys of greater name and fame for warlick feats than those two, and 
some others before named ; to these gentlemen I am a stranger, and therefore will speak of them 
by hearesay from worthy men, onely. 

They are grand children of M' Alexander Montgomery, prebend of Do in y° County of Donne- 
gall, who (when debarred by y" PreBbiterians to use the Word) took the Sword, and valiantly 
weilded the same ag 4 the Irish, and he gott a command (as M* Nicholas did) in wh*: he served 
divers yeares in y* begining of y* Grand Rebellion in Ireland, and never turned taile on y" King's 
cause, nor was Covenanter, so he well deserved y* Satisfaction wh " : his posterity has for his s d 
services before June 1649. This M* Alex 1 is mentioned in Bp: Geo. Montgomery's life, page 55, 
and here follows his Epitaph lately given mee by M' Alex* M c Causland. 

Now hee to Nature his last debt bequeaths 

who, in his life, charged through a thousand Deaths. 

One man y have seldom seen on Stage to doe 

the Parts of Samwell and ,of Sampson too ; 

fitt to convince or hew anj Agag down, 

fierce in his arms and Priestlike in his gown. 

These characters were due as all may see 

to our Divine and brave Montgomery. 

Now judge with what a Courage will he rise 

when the last trumpet sounds y" great Assize. 

(And for y* grave stone :) 

By what here underlys you may conclude 

whatere he bee, how either great or good : 

Nor might nor meekness can from death secure us, 

here lys a Parson utriusque Juris. 

The s 4 M' Alex" Son, Major John Montgomery, joyned himself to our third Vise 1 '* party, and 
was taken by y" usurper's soldiers, whose officers had ordered him to be putt to death, and he had 
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boen executed, had not the two Ladys Montgomerys their request intervened. I have seen il' 
Alex' Montgomery at letterkcnny, not far from Do, in A" 1643, and heard men talk much to his 
credit for his valourous actions ag' the Irish Eebells. 

The first of his Grandsons was named John, and was a Major of Dragoons in Co" Robt* Echlin's 
regiment. I saw him in October, 1696, in Dublin: he was a taal propper person: as comely 
w a all as one shall see in a summers' day. He was lately marryed to y* Lady Moor (a great for- 
tune) in Mounster, but he died soon after, and left males and femals children by his first wife. 

Alex' y* 2 d Grandson was and is still a Cap' in y* s d Eegim' (now A" 1704 a Major) becaus it 
was not reduced : He marryed Cap* Coles (in y e county of Monaghan) his daughter and heiress, 
and now lives within two miles of Monaghan town, and, hath a son ; this gentl" hath a good estate 
and is a thriveing man and a great tenant to y" present Duke of Ormond. 

Bob' y* youngest brother is still a Cornet in y° same Eegim' and may get a good fortune in 
warr or peace if he live. 

These three brothers are grand nephews to y* late S r Albert Coninghara, as also their Coll. 
Echlin is his next nephew, who being L' Coll at his unkle's death gott y* Eegim' for his 
remarkable speakeing and acting at y" fight of y " Boyne ; for King 'William bid him stay on y* ground 
he was in till he should come again, and Coll Echlin answered, yo r Maj" shall find me here alive 
or dead ; and by going over to y* K. when prince, and by comeing with him from Holland into 
England. 

There are other Montgomerys, gentl" of less account than the three last mentioned familys, 
and are men haveing fee farm Estates, greater than many (now eminent) men had to beginn the 
world with, and therefore they are not to be neglected or forgotten. 

The first wlr* : I shall name was M' Hugh Montgomery oi Newtovn in y* Ards, he was 
Seneschall of all our second and third Viscount's Courts, one of whose daughters was marryed to 
M r James Montgomery curat of Gray abby (mentioned in the memoires of his Son) as his 2 d wife. 
The s d Seneschall his eldest son Hugh dyed unmarryed, being an officer under our 3 d Vise', and 
taken prisoner (at y° defeat his Lo p had at Lisnestrean A° 1649) : he was (contrary to Laws of 
warr) shott by order and thrown into a sawing pitt, I know y* place where his bones yet ly. 

The s a Seneschall his other son David left his freeholds in Newton afores d , being by his 
mother (Jean Herriott) neare kinsman to y* first Lord Glenawly, and setled himself and family in 
his Id?'' : Estate, in or about Ballygaly in y" County of Tireowen, and when y* s d Lord and his 
issue male dyed, the s d David went to Carolina (as his sister says) but what is become of him, or 
his children (not haveing heard of them these many yeares) I know not. 

Item S r James Montgomery returning from his travells thro' Holland, brought with him one 
Hugh Montgomery, the son of a Montgomery in Scotland, who (on an assault made upon him in 
Irwin by the Coninghams when the fewd was between those two Sirnames) was left for dead on 
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y* street (having ree d 17 or 18 wounds, and therefore called ill-slain Hugh). This Hugh, y° son 
of him first named, being in Holland desolate of employment, addressed himself to the said S' 
James Montgomery, and was entertained of him, and brought thro' England to Ireland, and by 
him was preferred to our 2 d Vise' as his Master of y* household : he being an acute, knowing man, 
and well bred, and afterwards, by y* s d Yisc'' and y* s d 8* James's means, was marryed to a rich 
widdow in Newton affors d , and her beneficial! leases were made fee farms as freeholds for his sake, 
to be and in ure to their children, of wlr* : widdow he had one son named James, who was a 
Marinner, who gott about five hunder acres in Jamica (as his plantation) called the Blew Point, 
but he dying unmarryed the right thereof came to y° children of y* s d Hugh by Eliz : Graham his 
2 d wife (sister of ¥* Shaw of Newton his first wife) by whom he had three sons and a daughter, 
the first whereof was 

Hugh, a thriveing attorny, employed by all our familys, till on his Client M r Curry of 

in Fermanagh his account hee was killed in a duell by one M' Cole. 

Item he had a 2 d Son, called "William (being bred an attorney under his brother Hugh) dyed 
under the phisitian's hands. 

Item he had Hob' 1701, now liveing, who enjoys the said freehold, and is still un- 
marryed. 

The s d first named Hugh (father of these three last named) was many years Provest of 
Newton afores d ; had a brother named John, who was a rich merch', till in y* Grand Rebellion time 
1642, a great cargo of meale was taken from him; by y* Scotish Army, on y* publique faith, for 
which he was never paid. « \ 

The s 4 John's Son, Hugh, enjoyed his possessions in and about Newton : and was many yeares 
Provest of that town, but he dyed of a long distemper Of y" Gout A° 1699, and left his freeholds to 
his son Hugh, bred an apothecary (wh* trade he left off), and is now dead, afore May 1702, and 
hath left a widdow with children of both sorts. 

The s 4 John had another son named Alexander, an hatter, who was well marryed in Belfast, 
and is now dead, haveing left children. 

Item, V" Montgomery of Ballyskeogh (a gentl* of better ace* than those two last named 
brothers) had two sonns, viz., "W m his eldest, who marryed his cozen, the Laird of Langshaw's 
sister ; he died in Scotland where his offspring (men and woemon) now reside. 

Item, he had Hugh (now liveing) a merchant in Belfast, who hath two sonns, viz : William 
a Master Mariner, well marryed in Dublin. The other is named James, an officer in the Queen's 
Navy but unmarryed. 

Divers other Montgomerys, with their familys and stocks, are come out of Scotland, since A" 
1692, and have taken farms in Ireland, of whom I can give no certain accounts ; and therefore I 
vol. ix. 2 p 
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here end my storyes of that S'namo : of wh rh there bee many rich yoomen whom I doe not know, 
and therefore turn my pen to other Subjects, as imprimis of Learning." 

Of Learning. 

I hope the foregoing and subsequent Komarks will not be called Reflections (as the word is 
understood for a noteing or taxing of faults). I intended no such thing ag' any particular Man, 
much less towards those Montgomerys I writ of, but gen llr I have touched at and told you my 
meditations on some facts of y e Usurpers (as I am priviledged therein) because loosers have leave 
to talk. 

And tho' I have observed in y* family of y" Great Ards and their Cognations (from y* first to 
y" last now liveing) that none of them was learned like our Bp: Geo. (as learning is commonly 
esteemed) for skill in Latin, Greek, and y" ancient Oriental tongues, so as to make them Bps : 
Secular Judges, or Phisicians, yet I may say for some of them that they did not read to these 
purposes, to gain fortunes thereby, because they thought themselves sufficiently provided for as to 
estates. And indeed ever after A" 1641, the Times agreed not to encourage men to studdy these 
Professions : the use of y e Sword and y° Gun was with less Labour (tho with more dispised Hazard) 
acquired (and without book too) Booner than those Linguas, wh oh fitt only churchmen best to 
interpret and vindicate (from Hereticall Glosses) the volumes of Sacred Scriptures. And it must 
be confessed that ex quovis ligno non fit Mercurius : wh°* in y" Scotts Proverbs is as much as, 
Spade Shafts beares no Plumbs. 

Yet it cannot be denyed (but allowed) that each of our Family were bred at Latin Schools, 
and that all of them had (till some lost it by neglect, thinking it useless) a competency of Latin, 
and S r J. M. took degree of M' in the Liberal Arts in S' Saviour's Colledge in 8* Andrews, but this 
was in times of profound Peace, when Gown-men were in fashion. 

However, there might be others, and but some low such learned men w' h a great skill in 
Latin, Greek, or Hebrew : yet I cannot see any absolute necessity for any Person (other than those 
intended for Clergymen) to disturb his braines, or trouble themselves (so long as they doo) with 
obsolet words, or with nouns, participles, &c. genders, cases, moodes, etc. (that are commonly 
forgotten) wh* at y* begining to learn them, puzles and confounds children's notions, loads their 

* Although {hat portion of the Montgomery MSS. here the " rising generation," possibly a good many readers of 

edited which is genealogical and historical properly ends the Ulster Journal of Archteology will agree. There is 

here, what follows, written in the same hand, and evidently much good practical sense in these observations, which 

of the same authorship, is so characteristic as well of the anticipate some of the educational improvements and appli- 

writer as of his time that it was thought proper to append it. ances of our own day. On these and other accounts, it 

With some of the remarks of W. M. respecting " Pedantick was thought that the entire essay " Of Learning " would 

Learning," as well as those which advocate an infusion of form a characteristic as well as suitable close to the manu- 

modern instruction into tho ordinary school curriculum of script remains here printed. 
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memories, and tires them unto a disgust of all such readings. For I call him a Learned man (in 
this or that science, civil or military) who hath most knowledge therein, how ever he come by it, 
and this may be, and was, had by divers of our family (they gaining the French, Dutch, or Italian) 
another way, and in their own mother tongue, (in which last the Ancients wrote those books 
for wlr* they are now so much revered,) and I cannot see why those Latin authors should be taught 
every where (as they are) without any great profit (or rather to the prejudice of those who handle 
such books), for those heathen writers, especially y* Poets, gen" 1 ' doo not benefit y* minds and 
memorys of Christian youth, but hurt them, by takeing up room therein, and by looseing their 
time in such studys ; whereas they might be better furnished, for the Latin, with Treatises like 
M' Alex' Ross his Virgilium Evangelizans, Buchanan or Johnston's versions of K. David's Psalms, 
Cowley's Davideis, etc. 

For I observed in Holland, that Parents put not theit Sonns to Latin schools, except 'tis found 
(upon tryal) that they are apt and desirous to learn it. And indeed it's necessary for Clergymen, 
Travellers, and Trafiquers, in Christendome (as y* Dutch; are) to attaine a little congruous Latin : 
for wh' h purpose, if they find them apt and docile, theysend such children (as soon as they" have 
acquired y" knowledge of y'alphabetts, and can read their horn-books) I say they put them to 
y" Latin or French schoole to learn to read these Lingnas and to write fair orthography ; the one 
being a recreation after the toile of the other : wh ch enables them to be Merch* (or Factors rather) 
Divines, Physitians, and Travellers ; so thus y* time is saved wlr* would be spent in learning to 
reade their own Dutch Tongue. 

I am also of opinion that had wee English schools; and Academys (as in France they have in 
their own Speech) to teach Ehetorick, Oratory, Logick, Physicks (or natural philosophy), and 
Metaphysicks, Medicin, Navigation, Merchandiseing, and the Mathematicks, &c, and for y", Military 
Art and Disciplin, and (for intermedial! recreations) Fencing, Danceing, Carveing, Bideing, &c: 
then our Gentry and Noblemen's sonns would so (w" 1 greater delight and study, and with less 
expense of time and mony) become knowing (ergo learned) men ; for Lords and Lozells would 
betake themselves respectively to learn what was most propper or liked them best, and thus w* 
case improve their natural Talents. 

For we see there are English bookes of ail Arts and Sciences (original! or Translations) much 
more correct and improved than the writeings of former ages. So that Teachers are only wanting, 
and these may be had at the same sallarys wlr* retain masters in the County sehooles, or other 
schooles endowed by noblemen for Encouragement of builders in a new laid out town : wh* masters, 
nevertheless, ought (and may) be able to teach Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, to those who have 
Braines, Leizure, Sedulity, and Money, to travell that toilesome, tedious roade about y" bush, to 
gaine a frothy admiration ; whereas Understanding and Knowledge are the same in every Contray 
ar Language, and doth not consist in learning sundry Alphabets or Lett™ (wh cb (as I said) is pro- 
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perost for Clergymen and Travellers ;) for many Persons (especially young Princes) without 
Gramar, learn Latin, as also the French and Dutch Speeches, and y" Sciences, by the sole Con- 
versation of Tutors ; the natures of men, born and bred high, (least of all and) scarcely endureing 
the Fatigue, Confinem', and Bondage of a gramar school, to be cloggd with the hard words of 
Participles, Gerunds, Pronouns, Interjections, Genders, Tenses, Moodes, and such like designations, 
unintelligible to many Masters themselves, and wh 011 are very burdensome to y* memory, by reason of 
y" intricasy of their definitions, wh ch at y* very first tryalls seem insuperable to children's capacitys : 
it being implanted in the natures of all mankind to affect and endeavor Liberty and Ease. 

Now, haveing taken this liberty to descant a litle upon Pedantick Learning, you may read 
(if you please) some of my thoughts concerning Poesy. I have heard told for an old Roman adage, 
Nascuntur pootse, fiunt oratores. Yet the former wants Art to methodise and polish them, as well 
as y" latter. It is said that y" word srowo-ts is derived from iroieiv wlr* signifys makeing and 
fiction, as well Invention as writeing Verses, wh 01 * are contrived in severall shaps and formes as 
statues are carved. 

Rime and Mectre, from y* Greek rithmoa and matron signefy admeasurem', and are two 
words for that one of Poesy, and doe not import Lines or Sentences wh 1 * chime (sounding alike at 
the ends of them), for then wee should find no Latin or Greek Poesy except what y° Monasticks 
affoord us, or their few apish imitators. But these ariginal derivative Nouns denote that 
verses should have certain feet : some have three measures, wh 1 * are six feet, called trimetron ; 
some fower measures, named tetrametron ; some five, named Pentameters, some six, called Hexa- 
meters, &c, hence verses are in generall called Numbers, because the severall sorts of them are 
scanned, reconed, and denominated from y c number of their feet, wh* feet are words consisting of 
one or more syllables of different extent, (called quantitys,) in pronounceing some long and others 
short : But I designo not here to discover the Poeticall Art, haveing said more thereof els whore : 
but certainly I may conclude (according to my observation) that those Persons who are naturally 
enelined thereunto have more elevated and refined mindes than those whose thoughts grovell on 
gaining earthly things : and so, for y* most part, Poets miss those left hand blessings. But it holds 
not that Poets must therefore be neglecters of Estates, for Poesy may be used as a Recreation, and 
is a pollisher of speech, and not bee the employmt of Life. 

I shall therefore mention onely a few of our Family who were endowed with that Accomplish- 
ment. 

Imprimis, Cap'" Alex' Montgomery, mother brother to our 6' Laird. 

This Gentleman was an excellent Poet, witness his Poesy called the Cherry and the Slae 
(that Magazine of pithy witt) and his set matches of flyteing in verse (ag* the Laird of Polwart) 
before King James the 6' and his Scotish Court) out of wh ch two Poems of fower sheets The Advo- 
cates in Edinbrugh take many Oratorious and Satyricall Apothegms. Also his Dumb Sohcquium 
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and his Confessions of a Sinner (entituled his Lamentation) haveing for a Chorus (as it were at 
y° end of every Stanza these words) viz. Peccavi Pater ! miserere mei. Then you may reade his 
Non arde& ad Deum eonvertt, it being his morning Muse ; and also see his Beelina a malo et fao 
bonum : wh oh smal remainders of his elegant writeings have had (as I verily believe) above a 
thousand impressions in London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen (if all together be recorded), 
and will never faile to be reprinted againe and againe in Scotland. I doe not think they have yet 
been outdone, tho' paralleled. The first named of them is lyricall, and is sung to an harmonious 
musicall tune, and were turned into Latin verses, with the same number of feet and unisons as in 
the Original ; a stupendious work indeed fitt for the acute witts of that Scottish friary (beyond 
our Seas) wh** undertook it. b 



t> The poetical writings of Capt. Alex* Montgomery have 
now become so rare that the early editions may be con- 
sidered as nearly extinct. They are mentioned by Lowndes 
as published in quarto at Edinburgh in 1597, and again in 
1615 at the;same place, as also 1675 ; and at Aberdeen in 1645. 
Lowndes also states that a copy was marked in a bookseller's 
(then) recent catalogue (1834), at £15 15s. This was the 
earliest Edinburgh edition. Editions were published at Glas- 
gow in 1751, 1754, and 1768, and the "Cherrie and the Sloe" 
was translated into Latin, and published on the Continent as 
well as at Edinburgh in 1631 and 1696, with the following 
title : — " Cerasum et Sylvestre Prunum, in Latinos versus 
translatum per T. D. S. P. M. B. P. P. (Thomam Demp- 
sterum, Scotum, &c.) Arctauni Francorum, Typia Fleisch- 
ni mm iris, (1631). 

The encomiums, therefore, of W. M. on " our 6* Laird," 
appear to have been well merited. An imperfect copy of 
the " Oh&meand tJie Slae," apparently one of the Glasgow 
editions of the last century, is in the writer's possession. 
As this poem is now so little known, it may not be unaccept- 
able to the readers of this Journal to see a specimen of it ; 
and the first and second stanzas, (which are among the best, 
in point of poetical merit,) are accordingly given below : — 
About a Bank of balmy Bews 
Where Nightingales their Notes renews 

With gallant Goldspinks gay ; 
The Mavise, Merl, and Progne proud, 
The Lintwhite, Lark, and Laverock loud 

Sainted mirthful May. 
When Philomel had sweetly sung 

To Progne she deplored 
How Tereus cut out her Tongue 
And falsely her deflored. 



Which story so sorry 
To show asham'd she seem'd 

To hear her, so near her, 
I doubted if I dreamed. 

The Cushat crouds, the Corbie cries, 
The Cuckow couks, the pratllng Pyes 

To geek her they begin. 
The Jargoun, or the janglin Jays, 
The craiking Craws, the kekling Kays 

They deav'd me with their din. 
The painted Pown with Argos eyes 

Can on his Maycock call, 
The Turtle wails on withered trees, 
And Echo answer'd all. 
Bepeating, with grieting, 
How fair Narcissus fell, 
By lying and spying 
His shadow in the well. 
The fragment of Capt Alex. Montgomery's poems, whence 
the above has been extracted, contains also his Lamenta- 
tioti. This poem contains nine stanzas, and is possessed 
of considerable merit. Each stanza, except two, concludes 
with a refrain in Latin, thus : 

" Peccavi, Pater, miserere mei" 
and as a fair specimen of the entire, the fifth is here 
given : — 

gracious God, my Guiltiness forgive, 

In Sinners Death since thou dost not delight ; 
But rather would they should convert and live, 
As witneaseth Prophets in holy Writ : 

1 pray thee, Lord, thy Promise to perfite 
In me that I might with the Psalmist say, 
I will thy praise and wondrous woiks unite 

Therefore, Father, be merciful to me. 
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Item, the s d 6' Laird made most apposit application of Poesy (Latin and English) in discours 
as afores d , so that it may be believed, he at least understood poesy -well, and it is probable he 
composed verses of his own. As for his Eldest Son, our 2 4 Vise 1 , I never saw him, nor have any. 
of his papers, but he being an exactly bred courtier and of ready witt, we may presume he was 
not altogether out of that mode wh eh was in vogue in his days. Then for our s d Laird's 2 d Son, 
S' J. Montg : I have not only his philosophical and mathematical! writeings, but his Poeticall also, 
on wh* last ...... and I will leave them 

. son who is a competent Judge of verses. 

L d W™ Alex', Earl of Starveling was and is (tho' dead) a famous speaking Poet, as witnesseth 
his Volume folio in Heroicks, Lyricks, and Pindaricks, (and was also an aquireing able statesman, 
purchaseing honor and lands) wh 011 writeings he stiles Recreations w" y* Muses, for so they should 
be and not works, as Ben Johnston called his Plays. 

He also paraphrased the Psalter (whereof K. Ja : the First had turned some Psalms) and the 
book was sett forth in print, under the title of the Psalms of King David translated by King 
James : who intended to have them sung in Churches ; but y* English B^ : diverted the designe, 
telling his Maj w y* y" people had most of y° present psalms by heart, and would bo loath to buy or 
learn this his new book, and besides y* Papists now accuse y*, old as faulty, because laid aside, and 
tax his Maj* as an Innovator. 

This s a Earle's eldest daughter (our 2 d Viscountess) composed good godly verses, and her 
eldest son, our 3 d Vise*, was an accurate Poet. I have seen only a few coppys of his makeing, and 
I have one of them, wh cb was an Elegy made on y" death of his first Lady aforenamed, and his 
brother James did make witt drolling fiimes, as hath been afores d ; and this Earl is excellent at 
Poesy, and is a great Judge of such like Pieces : but his Lo* hath laid y™ aside, and his modesty 
conceals what he hath done. 

**#■*****### 

[Since the preceding portion of the recovered MS. was transcribed for printing, a copy of a 
letter from the author of these documents, now in possession of Col. Montgomery, (Rosemount, 
Greyabbey,) has been obligingly transmitted to the editor of this Journal. The letter is so evidently 
genuine, as well as calculated to interest, that it is here printed, it is believed for the first time.] 

"Rosemount this 16th Nov r - 1701. 
" Worthy Cossen, 

What follows, transcribed by Mr. Robert Watson from my originall, and now attested 

by my subscription, must be supplied by your incerting the dates of your Deeds and with what 

other Memoires you have of your Family ; but put the same in a paper by itself, that they may 

be added by the same hand to this now sent you : when you return it to me for that effect, I shall 

add them to my originall ; and when you have all again, you may preserve them to be left to your 
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posterity as a token of my love to you and them, and as a vindication of me if I shall be aspersed 
to have •written any otherwise of you or your ancestors. I give my respects and service to you 

and your spouse, and remain, Your affectionat Cossen. 

Will: Montgomery. 
For Mr. Wm. Montgomery of Grandsheogh, 
living at Maghera in the County of Deny, 

These. 
P.S. — I would have your son take notice that our Sirnaine in the Patents of our Family, and 
in the Acts of Parliament both of England and Ireland, and in all printed books, historys, and 
others in our Three Kingdoms, which I can shew you, is spelled as I subscribe it, as divers gent" 
of estate do, and as the Count Montgomery in Normandy did and yet doth, as I have prooved in a 
paper I wrote to that purpose and concerning the rectifying of subscriptions of Sirnames, of which 
many persons have heedlessly taken upon custom to write them the wrong way, which imports an 
ignorance occasioned by carelessness." 



" Tett the other Cadett's genealogy is more certain of whom I am no 1 * to write, viz : John 
Montgomery of in Scotland, who of Grandsheogh was assistant in the Plantation 

under the first "Viscount, the fourth Laird of Braidstane, called Adam, the first being grandfather 
of them both, which relation is called Oys in Scotland-! John had the Townland of Grandsheogh, 
in Donaghadee parish, given him in fee-farm at a small chief-rent, by the said Viscount, when he 

was Sir Hugh Montgomery, as appears by the Deed dated day of A" 16 . The 

said John was murdered in his house there, which was broken into and rifled in the night by the 
Irish wood-kerns, we now call Irish robbers, — if on foot, Tory's, if on horse-back, Bapparees; and 
his son Hugh left as dead of his many wounds by their skeins, but ho crawled out when the Irish 
were gone with their plunder, and was by the neighbourhood found in a bush, for they had taken 
the alarm from some one servant that had escaped while the father and son in their shirts were 
fighting against the Irish and their half-pikes. They murdered the said John's' wife also, and the 
rest of the servants. Hugh being so found was carefully tended by a servant, and recovered. I 
knew the gentleman very well in his old age, and had many of the following memories from him. 
He died of a great age, and with his father John is buried in Donaghadee church. 

This wounded gentleman's second son, named John, was Master of Escury to the Earl of 
Donegall : he married creditably, and had several children of both kinds. 

The said gentleman's eldest son, Hugh, succeeded him in the free-hold, and was chief servant 
in our Becond Viscount's family ; and he came to be in the Grand Bebellion time advanced by Sir 
James Montgomery to be a Captain in his regiment, and also by his procurement was made Major 
of Foot under Sir Charles Goote, Lord President of Connaught, and did good services against the 
Irish, whose cruelty aforesaid was not forgotten. This Major married in a good family of the 
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M c Clelland's, and had several daughters whom he matched well, and left but one son, named 
William, who with his wife, Mary, eldest daughter of Capt. James Magill aforesaid, are yett 
living ; and ho_had issue Lucy, who is lately dead unmarried, and a son named William, now viz. 
A° D"' 1701, in the Colledge of Dublin at his studys. This William succeeded his father the 
Major in the lands of Grandsheogh, and to a B p '* lease of Maghera in the Diocese of Deny, where 
he and Mary his wife now dwell, and hath the great Townland of Ballyhanwood and the quarter 
of Gort-grib near Belfast in right of his wife, as a purchase made by her said father, besides a 
lease of some lands near Grandsheogh from our second Earl, dated the day of Anno 

D«i 16 . 

This William, like his father the said Major, well understands and keeps a good breed of 
horses, and is one of the Corporation of Horse-breeders aforesaid. I gave to the said Major, fairly 
depicted, and also to his son, the said William, their true Coat of Arms, which was and is now the 
same which the said Sir Hugh Montgomery when Laird of Braidstane bore, viz ; party per pale 
azure aud gules three flowers de lice in chief, and three annulettes Bet with Turquoises in base ; 
over them a lance and a sword salterwise ; all the charge being Or except the Turquoises and the 
blade of the sword which are proper, with a Crescent argent as the distinction of second brother as 
followeth ; the very same shield and charge Bishop Geo. Montgomery, brother of the said Sir 
Hugh, did seal with, and the like is now over the gate-house window in Newtown. I could not 
learn from young Langahaw, though I spake to him twice in Ireland and wrote to him when he 
was in Scotland, either what the bearings of that family, or Hazilhead's, or of the house of Giffen 
were ; nor hath he informed me what any of them have for their crests ; but the Coat of Arms of 
yours hath an armed hand holding a flower-de-lice Or. As for the Motto of these Arms, it must 
have been the same with the Earl of Eglinton's, viz. Gaitrde Bien, because our Montgomerys were 
from that family, unless Sir Hugh took another Diton of which I know not : but now Sir Hugh's 
posterity, and none else, may pretend to carry the Arms and use the Motto of the Lord Viscounts 

of Ards, both which were altered when they were first nobilitated. 

Will: Montgomery." 



The writer of the present notice cannot conclude without reiterating the wish, in which he is 
persuaded many others will join, that the entire of the Montgomery MSS. extant, with the portion 
here edited, and such additions as might be still recovered by inquiry and the investigation of existing 
family records, were reprinted, with such annotations as might be thought necessary to elucidate 
the whole. It is not, perhaps, venturing too large an assertion to add, that few more acceptable 
or important contributions to the history of the North of Ireland, during a very eventful period, 
could be given to the public of Ulster. W. Mac I. 
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[The folio-wing particulars communicated by a literary gentleman in Normandy (Professor 
Le Hericher of the College of Avranches), -will form a suitable sequel to the preceding article. — 
" The first historical personage of the family of Monte Gommerie was Boger, Count of Montgom- 
mery, (an earldom in the diocese of Lisieux,) who was the son of Hugue de Montgommery and of 
Josseline daughter of Iurolf de Pontaudemer by Neva sister to Gonnor, duchess of Normandy, and 
grandmother to William the Conqueror. Boger accompanied his illustrious kinsman to England, 
and commanded a division of the army at the battle of Hastings. William rewarded him with the 
earldoms of Shrewsbury, Arundel, and Chichester. The son of Roger signed himself "Ego Rogerius 
ex Northmasnis Northmannus, magni autem Rogerii Alius" [Charter of Troarn] ; from which we 
can see that if the language of the Scandinavians was then forgotten in Normandy, the pride of the 
race was not. The branches of the Montgommery family in Scotland and Ireland had for their 
founder the Boger before-named. Arnold, Earl of Pembroke, one of his sons, married Lafracotte 
and originated the branches of Egland, Stair, Lanisham, and Eglintoun. This family also 
allied itself by the female side with the royal family of the Stuarts. Alexander de Montgommery, 
lord of Ardrossan and Eglintoun, was cousin of James I. king of Scotland. Prom this nobleman 
descended Robert de Montgommery, father of Jacques, who was celebrated under the name of 
" Capitaine de Lorges" (a fief in Normandy). In 1560 this Jacques died in the service of Francis 1., 
king of Prance. His son Gabriel I., who became "the great" Montgommery, and who was the 
person who mortally wounded king Henry II. succeeded to the estates of his five brothers and sisters. 
He married Isabeau de la Teral, Lady of Lucey, and through her became Seigneur of Lucey and of 
several parishes in the Avranchin, in Normandy. The family Chateau (still known as the Chateau 
de Montgommery, but now unoccupied and going to ruin) is Bituated at Lucey, about three leagues 
from the town of Avranches. The present building is, however, comparatively modern, having 
been built about the year 1620, by Gabriel II,, son of the great Montgommery, The ancient castle 
of the family stood at a short distance from it on a cliff overhanging the river Selune." Pull 
details are given respecting both the castles in a work by Professor Le Hericher, entitled Avranchin 
Monumental $t Hidoriqtte. — Edit.] 
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